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Sunday, April 23, 2017   
(Lectionary designation: Easter 2A) 
 
1 Peter 1:3-9 (NRSV) 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 
 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you, 
 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 
 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 
 7 so that the genuineness of your faith-- being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire-- may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. 
 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 
 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
Exegetical observations 
 
1. Authorship of the Petrine epistles is in question.  The Greek prose is very 
smooth, which is stylistically unexpected for a fisherman.   

There is also the matter of timing.  Peter dies in the early 60s.  Did the church spread 
throughout Asia Minor by then?  Were the churches mentioned in the superscription 
subject to persecution?   

Trajan's response to Pliny (ca. 110 C.E.) shows something of the circumstances of the 
growing Christian movement in Asia Minor: 

You have followed the right course of procedure, my dear Pliny, in your examination of 
the cases of persons charged with being Christians, for it is impossible to lay down a 
general rule to a fixed formula. These people must not be hunted out; if they are brought 
before you and the charge against them is proved, they must be punished, but in the 
case of anyone who denies that he is a Christian, and makes it clear that he is not by 
offering prayers to our gods, he is to be pardoned as a result of his repentance however 
suspect his past conduct may be. But pamphlets circulating anonymously must play no 
part in any accusation. They create the worst sort of precedent and are quite out of 
keeping with the spirit of our age. 

The scholarly consensus dates 1 Peter to about 90 C.E., and attributes it to disciples of 
his writing in his name (much the same as with the deutero-Pauline epistles). 
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2. The earliest Christians understood their faith to be a “new birth.”  This is literally a 
word (avnagenna,w, anagennao) which means “born again” and is the only instance of this 
particular word being used in the N.T. (remember, in the Nicodemus story the text 
literally reads “born from above”). 

3. In verse 6, the verb “rejoice” is in the present tense, and could be rendered with 
any one of three possible meanings: “you are rejoicing”, “you will rejoice”, or “you must 
rejoice” (imperative). 

4. In verse 6, “in this” could mean, “in this promise” or “in these circumstances.” 

5. Suffering is a significant theme of 1 Peter.  1 Peter interprets the suffering of 
Christians in at least these ways (NIB): 

a.  Suffering can provide for the refining of faith.  In 1 Pet 1:6-7 there is a 
comparison between the lesser and the greater: If fire can purify gold, then how much 
more can the fire of suffering purify the faith of those who are steadfast?  There is the 
implication that the suffering may be sent from God and the promise that the value of 
faith tested by hardship will be revealed at the end. 

b. The one who suffers imitates Christ, who also suffered unjustly, not only as 
Christians' redeemer but also as their example. 

c. Suffering is not only the result of human bad will but also is a consequence of the 
power of the devil. 

d. Nonetheless, part of the power of Christ's resurrection was his power to proclaim 
victory over the forces of evil. Therefore, by implication, Christians know that those who 
cause their suffering will also finally be judged and defeated. 

e. When Christ does return, those who have suffered for their faith will receive the 
reward of eternal glory, and the Spirit, which is the firstfruits of that glory, already is 
given to the faithful who suffer. 

6. The phrase “the salvation of your souls” in verse 9 is not intended to be read as 
separating the soul from the body, but as the salvation of your “self.”  
 


